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For immediate release:  Monday 13 August 2007 

Surrey star:track goes from strength to strength 

UK Athletics Chairman, Ed Warner, witnessed the continuing development of star:track in Surrey, as part of his visit to one of this year’s star:track camps taking place at Guildford Spectrum (on Thursday 9 August).

The ten Surrey star:track events, organised by Active Surrey Sports Partnership along with a number of local councils, are set to see record numbers of children attending, with many of them experiencing athletics for the first time.

Norwich Union star:tracks are week-long camps for 8-15 year olds, giving athletes the chance to practice their track and field skills and try new events such as pole vaulting or discus.  For some it may even be their first steps on the road to life as a professional athlete.  Top British athletes such as Jessica Ennis, Paula Radcliffe and Mark Lewis-Francis all took part in such events on their paths to glory.  

The value of star:track in helping young athletes to develop is well documented, however Active Surrey are keen that the programme is used to assist in the development of coaches as well. 

Organiser Zoe McKinnon (Surrey’s Athletics Development Officer) said, "Many of our coaches are now working regularly with local clubs, and are using their experiences on star:track to enhance the quality of their coaching. This can only be positive for the development of athletics in Surrey."

As with all star:track events, Active Surrey have strong links with local clubs in order to provide exit routes for the young athletes, so that they can continue with athletics once they have attended the star:track week. 

Ed Warner commented, "These programmes are essential to the future of athletics in the UK, as they provide a starting point for the athletes of tomorrow, and encourage them to make the next step along the athlete pathway"

For more information about Norwich Union star:track, please contact the star:track team, either by e-mail or 0870 998 6735 or for more information about local events check out the athletics pages on www.activesurrey.com. 

- Ends -

Note to editors:

· As the national governing body for athletics, UK Athletics oversees the development and management of the nation’s favourite Olympic sport, from grassroots right through to podium.
· Information about Mr Warner can be found at www.ukathletics.net/press-centre/news-archive/january-2007/article-7/
· Active Surrey Sports Partnership is a partnership of key local and regional partners, working together to make Surrey a more active & successful sporting county. 
· In 2007, star:tracks are being held at 

· Addlestone (20-24 Aug), 

· Camberley (13-17 Aug), 

· Ewell (6-10 & 27-31 Aug), 

· Godalming (13-17 Aug), 

· Guildford (6-10 & 20-24 Aug), 

· Reigate (15-17 Aug), 

· Walton-on-Thames (6-9 Aug) 

· Woking (28-31 Aug).

· For more information, please contact Zoe McKinnon on 01483 518963 or zoe.mckinnon@surreycc.gov.uk
· Photos show: (1) Ed Warner (UK Athletics chairman) meeting Zoe McKinnon (Surrey Athletics Development Officer) and Stuart Attwell (national star:track development co-ordinator); (2) children trying discus; (3) a group shot of all the young people, coaches and organisers; (4) a coach working with a group on sprints.
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